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The March Stated meeting was well attended.  We 

discussed several topics and the members found it 

informative and productive.  We are proceeding with 

getting our “new” vans wrapped and ready for pa-

rade season.  April is Daffodil Festival with the four 

Daffodil parades in Tacoma, Puyallup, Sumner and 

Orting on April 8th, Junior parade on the 22nd and 

Marine parade on the 23rd.  More information about 

them later in this newsletter. 

 

Another important event is our Spring Hospital Trek 

on April 15th.  This is your opportunity to bring your wife and friends to see 

and learn about our amazing Portland hospital.  Take this opportunity to in-

vite your lodge brothers as well.  All are welcome and this is a GREAT re-

cruiting opportunity.  Look for the details in this newsletter. 

 

Finally, attend your local clubs and units.  When asked “what is Afifi”, I say 

“it’s our clubs and units”.  They do the important work of the Shrine:  they 

do all our charitable fundraising, they support our fraternal fundraising and 

they are where the fun happens.  If you haven’t been in a while, look for the 

meeting dates in the News and plan to attend. 

 

Yours in the Faith 

Illus. Sir Ray Zimmerman  

Ray Zimmerman 

Potentate 



Chief Rabban—Noble Edward C. Woods 

 

Nobles all, 

 

Despite a few bumps and growing pains the raffle is finally off the ground.  Tickets 

have been distributed to the clubs and units (if you were in attendance at the March 

meeting).  We need all hands on deck.  Remember this is one of our primary fundrais-

ers to support Afifi's operations.  If you need more tickets contact myself or I.S. Ken 

Keesler and we'll assist in getting the tickets in your hands.   

 

Parade season is fast approaching starting with the Daffodil parades.  We hope that the 

clubs and units will show in force so we can let everyone in our communities know that 

we are still very relevant.  These are the opportunities where we can get the word out 

and educate people about the Shrine and who knows maybe even gain a few new mem-

bers.   

 

One of our first opportunities for raffle ticket sales is coming up soon at Long Beach 

WA. Loyalty Days  is May 6-7, 2017 has always been good for ticket sales and we can 

get off to a very good start.  If you still need to make reservations be sure to mention 

that you are with Afifi Shriner's otherwise they will tell you that hotel is full.  Most of us 

will be staying at the Cedars Ocean View Inn — (360) 642-5400. 

 

If you club or unit would like to have the vehicle, check out the calendar and contact 

your Chief Rabban.  Remember I will need the Club or Unit that will be responsible, 

dates you would like to have the truck and contact information for the person who is in 

charge.     

 

Google Calendar for the Truck Raffle 

 

 

http://loyaltydayslongbeach.com/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/render#main_7


Before a man can become a Shriner, he 
must become a Freemason. 

   
In fact, if you look carefully at the full 

name — Ancient Arabic Order of the No-
bles of the Mystic Shrine — you can re-

arrange the letters A.A.O.N.M.S.  
and spell  

 
“A MASON.”  



Assistant Rabban - Noble Dale Vrsalovich 

 

Hello Nobles and Ladies! 

  

Membership thought for the month: Share your love of Shrine and Masonry with all 

those around you. Wear your hats, jackets, shirts and pins every chance you get. When 

people get in my car for an Uber ride, they often ask me what got me into driving for 

Uber!  Bam!  I let them know I drive Uber to help pay for my car, which I use in all my 

Shriner activities in and outside of the Portland Shriners Hospital. Often, they've never 

heard of the hospital or Shrine and they become intrigued and we end up talking about 

Shrine, Masonry, charity and good works and they ask for my card!  It has all of the 

treatment offered in our system and sometimes they ask about joining. I share our 

website, Beashrinernow.com and it goes from there. Have I received a petition?  Not 

yet, but I'm planting the seeds. We need more salesmen in the Temple to do this same 

work. Come see me or call and let me train you in prospecting new Shriners. 

  

Next!  Who wants to help me form a degree team to help out our local lodges with all 

the new candidates I'm sending there way?  Currently, we have 6 or so men looking in-

to Shrine from Beashrinernow.com, and some of our lodges could use some help with 

degree work. Anybody wish to help?  Think of this as a roving band of brothers willing 

to help initiate, pass and raise brothers. They would need to practice twice a month or 

more until I felt we were up to snuff, but the camaraderie from such hard work would 

be priceless. Any PM's out there interested?  

  

Finally, are you helping your local Shrine Club or Unit?  Are you sitting at home and 

just paying your dues?  Or are you in the middle of the action, taking part in the fund-

raising and other tasks necessary to maintain and/or grow our fraternity?  Look in the 

mirror. Ask yourself if you joined Shrine to do something or just to have another pin 

on your lapel. We need all the help we can get, so please, set aside one hour a week, 

one day a month, anything for Shrine. It's no fun when it's the same 5 guys doing stuff, 

but when 10 or more guys show up for an event, the fun factor goes up exponentially. 

  

Yours in the Faith, 

  

Dale Vrsalovich 

Assistant Rabban 



Oriental Guide - Noble Rory Johnson 

 

I just returned from OG (Yes that’s Oriental Guide not Old Guy) Training in Tampa. To all 

you, the Afifi Nobles, thank you for sending me to training. Out of 196 Temples in the 

Shrine organization 171 were represented at the seminar. There was a very busy agenda 

and it covered many areas that not only provided valuable information about the Shrine 

organization and governance but also leadership and teamwork. It included communica-

tions, membership, Shrine Law, budgeting and finance and fun, fellowship and teamwork. 

Jim, Imperial Oriental Guide and our Imperial counterpart, chaired the training seminar. 

The presenters were Imperial Divan members, the Executive Vice President and Chair-

man Jurisprudence and Laws Committee, Shriners International. 

Here are a few items presented at the seminar you might find interesting and valuable: 

Shriners are REAL – Organization has been in existence now for 146 years 

Shriners are RECOGNIZED - They have been involved in 176 of the 197 counties in the 

world. Give selflessly to others. The Shrine Hospital system has treated over 1 million chil-

dren since its beginning. Shrine Hospitals for Children has once again been awarded the 4

-Star Charity Navigator rating for demonstrating strong financial health and commitment 

to accountability and transparency. Many of the players in the Shriners East West game 

participated in the recent NFL combine. 

 Shriners are RELEVANT – Shriners Hospital for Children has stepped forward to treat 

children badly burned in a recent youth home fire in Guatemala that killed 40 people. 

This was initiated by the President of the local Shrine Club in Guatemala. 

 Shriners theme for years has been “Having Fun and Helping Kids” – LIVE IT! 

 Official Shrine Position 

 Fun was stated as a purpose of the Fraternity by its founders 

 Fun is stated in the Mission Statement of Shriners International 

 It is overwhelmingly stated by new Shriners as the primary reason driving them 

to join 

 It is defined in the Bible as being better than anything 

 

      FUN – Bring it, Create it, Share it, Believe in it – LIVE IT 

 

 Clubs and Units are “The Strength of the Organization” 

 More Clubs & Units = More meeting groups = More ACTIVITY within the Shrine Tem-

ple organization 

 Every Noble in your Temple is a member of the its Membership Committee 

 It is our duty to protect the Shriners brand. We can damage its image by our behavior, 

actions and words. 

All of the counterparts and Imperial officers had a chance to demonstrate they could have 

some fun at a sports themed dance and karaoke sing at the hotel. Everyone had a great 

time and also managed to raise $6,000 for Imperial First Lady Ethel Smith’s charity. 

  

 

(Continued on page 10) 



Be sure to check us out on the web 

Afifishriners.org 

Or on Facebook 



 

High Priest & Prophet - Noble Joe McAlister 

 

Nobles, 

 

There are 3 things I would like to ask all of us to do: 

1. Ask your Lodge if you can join in, as a Shriner, with any public event they have 

that includes an information booth. While many Lodges pass out information to 

interested non-Masons, we draw Masons to those booths just to chat, why not 

see if we can provide information to those Masons about becoming a Noble? 

2. Help us put FUN back into the Shrine. We are currently considering creating 

new Clubs that are designed around interests as opposed to geographic loca-

tions. These clubs do not have to meet monthly, can include whatever activity or 

theme you may be interested in, and can include your entire family. 

As an example, if we create an Afifi Dive Club, they could set up a Facebook page 

where all the members can see if another member is planning a local dive trip, all in-

terested members can attend the dive with their fellow Nobles as well as their families. 

They are only required to officially assemble for an annual meeting. They can schedule 

their events whenever and wherever they desire. 

 

The point of these new Clubs is to create that Brotherly bond, include our families 

(and maybe a perspective Noble or two), and have FUN. 

3. Consider becoming a Lodge Ambassador for us, WE are our most precious as-

set when it comes to recruitment. The best way to promote the Shrine is to talk 

to your Lodge members about your experience and show him what he can be a 

part of. 

If you are interested in ANY of this, please contact me and I will make sure we get you 

involved. 

  

Joe McAlister 

High Priest & Prophet 

253-241-0358 

airborne51@me.com  



Afifi Temple Officers - 2016 
          

Ray Zimmerman Potentate   
Edward C. Woods Chief Rabban  
Dale Vrsalovich  Assistant Rabban  
Joe McAlister High Priest & Prophet  
Rory Johnson  Oriental Guide 
Ben Schatz  Treasurer 
Art Liss  Recorder 
 

Appointed Divan 

Billy Wolfe   1st Ceremonial Master  
Vacant  2nd Ceremonial Master 
Don Varo     Director of Units 
Gerald Burg          Marshal 
Ryan Wright      Captain of the Guard 
Don Varo  Outer Guard 
Gary Norton Chaplain 
Mike Kreger Ambassador 
Snuggy Smith Treasurer Aide 
I.S. Ken Keesler  Treasurer Aide 

 
 
 

Afifi Board of Directors 
Ray Zimmerman, Potentate/Chair 

Edward C. Woods 
Dale Vrsalovich 

Joseph McAlister 
Rory Johnson 
Ben Schatz 

Art Liss 
 

Membership Chairman 
Dale Vrsalovich 

 
Fundraising Chairmen 

Edward C. Woods 
 

Hospital Representatives 
Portland Hospital - Board of Governors 

IS Keith Christensen 
Rory Johnson 

 
Hospital Representatives Emeritus 

Hon. Richard Brosey – George Mohoric, DDS 
IS W. Brandt Bede MD – IS Douglas A. Baker 

IS Joe Devish – IS Barry Bede 
 

Afifi - Hospital Admittance Chairman 
Ill & Distressed Chairman 

I.S. Ken Keesler 
Public Relations Chairman 

Joe McAlister 
 

Cord Anderson Ambassador to Al Kader 
Dusty Rhoades Ambassador to Elf Khurafeh 

Get an Early Jump  

on Your 2018 Dues   

 

You don't have to wait until you receive 
your 2018 dues notices.  Feel free to send a 

monthly check for $12.40 for 10 months 
(Jan - Oct) to our mailing address.   

If you wish to include the News subscrip-
tion, the monthly amount would be $15.40.  

2017 Imperial Members Directory 

 

Yes, it’s real.  That postcard you got in the mail really is from Imperial.  Last 

year at the Imperial Session we voted to produce and sell a membership di-

rectory.  Please call them to confirm your information.  In the directory, at 

the very minimum, they will list your name and Temple.  You have the op-

tion to include much more, including emailing them photos, bios, etc.  Im-

perial also wants photos from all our clubs and units so they can show 

what’s happening across Shrinedom.  OR, you also have the option to opt-

out completely and not appear in the book (but why would you want to do 

that?).  Either way, YOU NEED TO CALL THEM (1-800-769-4574) because 

any information changes you give them gets updated in the Imperial data-

base we use to manage and contact you.  You can go to Shriners Village to 

access Frequently Asked Questions about the directory (right hand side of 

the home page – scroll down window).  



Afifi News 
Published by Afifi Shrine 

Shriners International 
253-565-2055 

afifishrine@gmail.com 
 

PO Box 1433 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

 

Web Site: www.afifishrine.org 
 

Afifi News Editor 
Edward C. Woods 

 

Afifi News Publisher 
Advertising Manager 

I.S. Ray Zimmerman 
 

Technology Chairmen 
Edward C. Woods 
Ray Zimmerman 

 

Publishing Deadline 
When submitting articles for  

the Afifi News, please adhere to 
our deadline of the 10th of the month 

preceding the publication month. 
Article must be submitted with WORD,  

send photo’s separately please include a caption. 
afifinews@47problem.com 

 
 

Shrine Club Meetings 
Columbia River Shrine Club – 4th Thursday 

Gateway Shrine Club – 3rd Friday 
Grays Harbor Shrine Club – 2nd Friday 

Lewis County Shrine Club – 2nd Thursday 
Thurston-Mason County Shrine Club – 4th Friday 

Afifi Yacht Club – 3rd Wednesday 
 

Unit Meetings 
Antiques & Classics – 2nd Monday 

Clowns – 2nd Thursday 
SW WA Clowns – 4th Mondays 

Greeters – 4th Thursday 
Legion of Honor – Quarterly 

Oriental Band – 2nd & 4th Sundays 
Pipes & Drums – 1st & 3rd Sundays 

Provo Guard – 2nd Tuesday 
Ritual Section – 1st Thursday  

Afifi Club & Unit Meetings  

There are 15 Afifi Clubs and Units, each meet independently, their time and place  

may vary depending on the month and other organization’s events. If you would  

like to attend a meeting, contact the person listed below to confirm the Club/Unit 

schedule.  

Afifi Clubs: (Members Generally meet by County location)  

Columbia River Shrine Club (Longview/Kelso)............Dewey Rexford 360-636-5439  

Gateway Shrine Club (Vancouver).............................Ray Zimmerman 360-773-8658  

Grays Harbor Shrine Club (Hoquiam).........................I.S. Doug Bates 360-532-3190  

Lewis County Shrine Club (Centralia)........................Clank Robbins 360-736-5860  

Thurston/Mason Shrine Club (Olympia).....................I.S. Ken Keesler 360-528-7975 

Afifi Yacht Club (Tacoma)...........................................I.S. Barry Bede 253-318-2122  

Afifi Units: (Members generally meet because of a common interest)  

Antiques and Classics (Cars not members) ....................Ben Schatz 360-943-3596  

Clowns (Tacoma) ................................................ Daryl McLaughlin 253-531-1294   

Southwest WA Clowns...................................................James Cobb 360-835-5449  

Greeters...............................................................................Al Leavitt 253-752-5903  

Oriental Band................................................................I.S. John Brett 253-265-3870  

Provo Guard ..................................................................David Strous 360-802-0670  

Ritual.....................................................................................Tom Dow253-507-4844  

Click here AFIFI SHRINE to find us on Facebook 

Do you want a paper copy of the Afifi News? 
Starting in 2017, we will be offering a subscription to the Afifi News 

The annual subscription is $30 per year for 10 monthly issues 

Only subscribers will receive a paper copy, all others are emailed 

Send your check to PO Box 1433, Battle Ground, WA  98604  

https://www.facebook.com/AfifiShrine?ref=bookmarks


Pix of Afifi’s tile by the headquarters fountain and “editorial without words” statue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are gradually ramping up activity to reestablish the Mt. Tacoma Club (or Mt Tahoma 

or….). Joe McAlister and I have contacted a few nobles who have expressed an interest 

and continue to pursue others in the Tacoma area. Once we have a few Nobles gathered 

in our circle we can look for a place to meet and plan some totally fun things to do. We 

have already started tossing out some ideas for fun things to do but we want your input 

as well and we want new ideas. So contact either myself at 253-732-1324, ror-

yjhnsn@msn.com or Joe McAlister at airborne51@me.com. Look forward to hearing 

from YOU.  

(Continued from page 5) 

Loyalty Days 2017 

“I Pledge Allegiance” 

 

Join Us on the Long Beach Peninsula 

May 6-7, 2017 

If you still need to make reser-

vations be sure to mention that 

you are with Afifi Shriner's oth-

erwise they will tell you that ho-

tel is full.  Most of us will be 

staying at the Cedars Ocean 

View Inn — (360) 642-5400. 

mailto:roryjhnsn@msn.com
mailto:roryjhnsn@msn.com
mailto:airborne51@me.com


Tickets are here…. 
If you need tickets 
contact your  

Chief Rabban  

or  

I.S. Ken Keesler and 
we will see that you 
receive them soon.   

 

 



 

 

Spring Hospital Trek 

 
 

All are welcomed to the first Spring Hospital Trek on April 15th at 10 am at the Portland 
Shriners Hospital.  This is an opportunity to show your family and friends what you are raising 
money for.  We will have a complete tour of the hospital and hear a guest speaker from the 
hospital.  Afifi will provide lunch at their cafeteria.  We should be finished around 1 pm. 
  
If your club or unit solicits donations from local businesses, invite them along as well.  Once 
they see our good works, they will be even more supportive. 

You will be receiving an emailed Evite to give your RSVP, or call our office number.  Once we 
know who’s going, we can assign our four vans accordingly. 

From the Director of Units 

Don Varo 

 

Hi Nobles!  The 2017 parades are around the corner and Afifi 

Shriners plan on attending all of them. 

 

Remember:  WE ARE SHRINERS HAVING FUN HELPING 

KIDS! 

 

Afifi Shriners Schedule of Parades for 2017: 

Saturday, April 8th - Daffodil Festival Parades (Tacoma, Puyallup, Sumner, and Orting) 

Sunday, April 23rd - Daffodil Marine Parade – Tacoma Yacht Club 

Saturday, May 6th - Illwaco Children's Parade 

Sunday, May 7th - Long Beach Loyalty Days Parade 

Saturday, May 20th – Hazel Dell Parade – Vancouver 

Saturday, May 27th - Mason County Forest Festival parade – Shelton 

Tuesday, July 4th - July 4th Parades (Longview & Centralia) 

Saturday, July 15th - Lakefair Parade – Olympia 

Saturday, August 12th - Morton Loggers' Jubilee & Parade - Morton 

Saturday, September 9th - Grays Harbor Loggers Playday Parade – Hoquiam  



Ray Z’s “Other” Report 

I had a very informative time at the Shrine Recorders Assoc. Seminar in San Diego last 
month.  I got some quality time with IS Chris Smith, Imperial Potentate, John Piland, 
Shriners International (SI) Vice-President, IS Jack Jones, Imperial Recorder, IS Matt 
Noell, SI Director of Temple Accounting, and IS Steve Gainey, SI Director of Fraternal 
Information Services.  They helped fill in some of the many holes in my Imperial 
knowledge.  Matt especially will help get us back on track with our Temple financial 
recordkeeping and reporting. 
We still have many Nobles who have not paid their dues.  Another notice was mailed 
from Imperial last month.  I will be calling all of them to help them get caught up. 
 
Have you signed into Webfez yet?  You can access and change you contact infor-
mation.  Sure would make my job easier!  And, while you’re waiting for your plastic 
dues card or 2017 sticker, you can print off a paper copy.  See the insert in this newslet-
ter for how to sign up. 

Openings for Hospital Board of Directors 

The Portland and Spokane hospitals each have several openings for Nobles on their 
Board of Governors.  The term of office is 3 years, renewable twice for a total of 9 years 
(selectees are expected to serve multiple terms).  They meet monthly at the hospital 
with additional meetings as required.  A nominee must be a Noble in good standing 
and possess a high level of business or professional experience and have a reputation 
for community leadership.  At this time preferential consideration will be given to 
nominees with experience in those who are attorneys, CPA’s, Physicians or those with 
professional degrees.  Ray Zimmerman has the information packets for anyone who is 
interested.  The deadline for submittal is May 12th, 2017.   

"If you're not in the parade,  

you watch the parade.   

That's life."   

Mike Ditka  



AFIFI TEMPLE  
PO Box 1433 

Battle Ground, WA 98604  


